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SUBJECT: GOG EXPLAINS RETIREMENT OF CHIEF JUSTICE 
REF: (A) ACCRA 4603; (B) ACCRA 4664 

1 . GOG ISSUED JUNE 27 LENGTHY DEFENSE OF ITS RECENT 
ACTION IN RETIRING CHIEF JUSTICE SAMUEL AZU CRABBE 
IN RESPONSE TO ALLEGED RUMORS "THAT THE RECENT 
RETIREMENT OF CHIEF JUSTICE S. AZU CRABBE WAS 
MOTIVATED BY REASONS OTHER THAN THE PUBLIC INTEREST." 

2. STATEMENT REFERS TO REMOVAL IN 1972 OF PREVIOUS 
CJ E.A. L. BANNERMAN, ORIGINALLY 

APPOINTED BY BUSIA 

REGIME, CLAIMING THIS REMOVAL MET DEMANDS OF BAR WHO 
COMPLINED HIS ORIGINAL APPOINTMENT HAD BEEN POLITICAL 
AND HE WAS NOT GETTING COOPERATION OF BAR. AZU CRABBE 
AS MOST SENIOR JUSTICE OF APPEAL WAS THEREUPON NAMED 
CJ. 

3. STATEMENT CLAIMS THAT SHORTLY THEREAFTER GOG 
"BEGAN TO RECEIVE COMPLAINTS AND REPRESENTATIONS THAT 
HIS ADMINISTRATION WAS WHOLLY INEFFECTIVE" AND THT 

HE WAS NEGLECTING JUDICIAL DUTIES. STATEMENT ADDS 
THAT FORMAL MOTION OF NO CONFIDENCE IN CJ WAS 
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MOVED AND SECONDED AT SEPTEMBER 1976 KUMASI ANNUAL 
BAR ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE BUT NOT VOTED ON TO AVOID 
EMBARRASSMENT IN PRESENCE OF FOREIGN DIGNITARIES 
GATHERED FOR SUPREME COURT CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS. 

5. COMMENT: STATEMENT WAS CLEARLY AIMED AT BAR 
ASSOCIATION WHICH HAS BEEN AMONG GOG'S MOST PERSISTENT 
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CRITICS. ACCRA BAR ASSOCIATION BRANCH IN RECENT 
STRIKE ACTION CITED DISMISSAL OF CJ AS WELL AS BANK 
OF GHANA GOVERNOR NIKOI AS GRIEVANCE (REFTEL B). STATE- 
MENT THUS WINDS UP WITH CALL ON BAR ASSOCUATION "TO 
COOPERATE AS BEFORE IN THE SMOOTH ADMINISTRATION OF 
JUSTICE. THE GOVERNMENT BELIEVES THE ASSOCIATION WOULD 
NOT WISH TO PLAY POLITICS WITH AN IMPORTANT 
INSTITUTION OF THE STATE, NAMELY THE UDICIARY." 

6. GOG'S ORIGINAL MOTIVE IN REMOVING AZU CRABBE 
WAS WIDELY ASSUMED TO BE THE FAILURE OF HIS ATTEMPT 
(TOGETHER WITH ASANTEHENE) TO MEDIATE EARLIER 
STUDENT STRIKE AND HIS MENTION IN STUDENT MANIFESTO 
AS NOMINEE TO HEAD INTERIM GOVERNMENT AFTER REMOVAL 
OF ACHEAMPONG (REFTEL A). (STUDENT GROUP HAS SINCE 
CLAIMED THIS WAS FALSE INTERPRETATION AND THAT 
NOMINATION WAS FOR POSITION NOT MAN.) WE HAVE HEARD 
BEFORE THAT AZU CRABBE, HOWEVER CHARMING, IS REGARDED 
BY MANY OF HIS COLLEAGUES AND LAWYERS AS LAZY. 

HIS REPLACEMENT BY THE WELL-REGARDED APALOO, THEREFORE, 
HAD IT OCCURRED UNDER OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES, WOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE BEEN WELCOMED BY MANY IN THE EGAL 
PROFESSION, THERE APPEARS TO BE GENUINE RESENTMENT, 
HOWEVER, OVER THE TIMING AND THE BRUTAL WAY AZU CRABBE 
WAS DISMISSED (HE LEARNED OF IT THROUGH THE MEDIA). 

IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER THE ABOVE GOG 
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CLARIFICATION, WHICH BLACKEN S FURTHER AZU CRABBE'S 
REPUTATION, WILL SERVE TO MOLLIFY PUBLIC CRITICISM 
OF THE GOVERNMENT OR INFLAME IT. AT THE MOMENT, WE 
INCLINE TOWARD THE LATTER. 

SMITH 
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